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Home of 857 Friendly People and One Old Grump

Save the date 
Readlyn’s spring city-wide garage sales will be part of Grump Days – 
2021 on Thursday, June 17, and Friday, June 18. You set your days 
and times to suit your schedule—We will advertise them for you!

Please plan ahead for the Readlyn City-
Wide Garage Sales now scheduled for 
June 17-18, 2021.  The Readlyn Com-
munity Club is coordinating this event 
and will be responsible for ads placed in 
the newspapers and online.  You provide 
your yard signs. If you have questions or 
concerns, you may call Louie Hartman at 
319-239-0533 or Dani Sauerbrei at 319-

239-5182.
Please drop off your registration and 

$5.00 in care of Dani at the Readlyn Sav-
ings Bank drive-up window or the night 
drop box by Monday, June 14 (checks can 
be made out to RCC).  Maps of listings 
will be on Facebook and can be picked 
up at the Kwik Star at noon on Thursday, 
June 17.
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Scholarship deadline is May 3
By Kim Brown & Ron Leistikow 
The Readlyn Valentine Ball Committee is 

excited to announce this year’s senior schol-
arship opportunity! All Wapsie Valley High 
School 2020 seniors with a Readlyn ad-
dress, Readlyn telephone number, or those 
who completed grade school at Readlyn El-
ementary are eligible to apply for this $500 
scholarship. 

The subject of this scholarship is “My 
Readlyn Community Involvement.”  Please 
submit a well-written, thought-provok-
ing 300-word minimum essay describing 
ways you volunteered in Readlyn and have 
been involved in the Readlyn community 
throughout the years. Describe how your in-
volvement has impacted you and influenced 

your future plans.
Submissions can be dropped off or mailed 

to the Readlyn Library no later than May 3. 
The scholarship winner will be announced 
in the May Chronicle as well as by mailed 
letter. 

The Valentine Ball Committee believes 
that Readlyn offers priceless opportunities 
to give roots and wings to our young citi-
zens. Roots to hold them strong in their be-
liefs and where they can always call home. 
Experiences to help them spread their wings 
and contribute to the bigger world outside 
of our great town.

The Valentine Ball has ended. Money still 
in the account will provide scholarships for 
at least four years.

Spring cleanup days are May 3, 4 and 5
The City of Readlyn will be having 

"Spring Cleanup Days," Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday, May 3, 4 & 5, 2021. This 
is your chance to get rid of items not tak-
en by regular garbage pickup. Please have 
your items at your curb separate from your 
regular garbage. All items must be at the 
curb no later than 8:00 am Wednesdav.
May 5.

Items that will not be allowed are tree 
stumps, junk car parts, yard waste, batter-
ies, concrete, building materials, hazard-

ous materials, paint, oil, solvents, insecti-
cides, or pesticides.

Again this year, items must have paid 
stickers on them prior to pickup.

The City will be charging for pick-up 
for the following items:

Car Tires ...................................... $5.00
Major Piece of Furniture ................ $10
Truck Tire  ..................... Call for prices
Mattress  ......................................... $10
Tractor Tire  ................... Call for prices
Box Spring ...................................... $10

Appliance w/ Freon  .................. $15.00
(Refrigerator, Dehumidifier, etc.) 
All other Appliances ....................... $12
Carpet ........................... $20/cubic yard
Bathroom Fixtures .......................... $10
TV ................................................... $15
Grills & Garage Door Openers ....... $10
Computers ...................................... $15
Swing Sets & Trampolines ............. $20
Vacuum cleaner .............................. $10
Other items will be picked up free of 

charge. Fees for the above items must be 

paid in advance at City Hall. You will be 
given a paid sticker & receipt.

No items longer than 10 feet in length 
will be picked up.

Pick  up of all items is subject to the dis-
cretion of the City of Readlyn.

**NO RECYCLABLE MATERIALS
Call City  Hall at 279-3411 if you have 

any questions, if there is a charge for an 
item.

Larger items must be taken apart (such 
as swing sets, trampolines etc).

Grumps consider starting a group
By Louie Hartman

Former Grumps gathered Saturday, 
April 10, at the Center Inn.

Present were  Ron & Judy Leistikow, 
Larry & Janet Ladage, Roland Schmidt, 
Don & MaryLou Billhorn, Burton & El-
len Thies, Ron & Louie Hartman, Verdeen 
Pavelec, Delores Meier, Delores Ungs, 
GaryLee Thurm, Charlie & Wilda Al-
brecht, Roger & Marlys Deterding.

After a delicious dinner, there was dis-
cussion about forming a “Grumps” group 
to help with the Readlyn Grump Days 
candidate process for electing the annual 
Grump.  Duties will include contacting 

Grump candidates, ordering caps/visors, 
counting votes taken from the annual 
membership drive/dinner, and meeting 
three times a year.

Larry Ladage moved to form this 
GRUMPS group, Don Billhorn seconded, 
and the motion carried. Ron Leistikow 
will serve as Chair, Charlie Albrecht as 
Vice Chair, and Louie Hartman as Secre-
tary. 

At the next meeting, they will discuss 
entering parades.  An idea is needed for 
a handicap-friendly ride for the Grumps 
to replace the golf carts. A Sept. or Oct. 
meeting will be announced later. 

Founding members of the Readlyn Grumps Group include, front row, left to right:  Louie 
Hartman, Verdeen Pavelec, GaryLee Thurm; center row: Charlie Albrecht, Larry Ladage, 
Ron Leistikow, Burton Thies; back row: Don Billhorn, Roger Deterding, Roland Schmidt.

It was a beautiful day for the Readlyn Easter Egg Hunt! A large number of parents and 
children took to the streets to enjoy the fun.
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Miss Readlyn
Comments

By Grace Imbrogno

Trending Now

BUILDING TRUST. DELIVERING SOLUTIONS.

BUSINESS & PERSONAL

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

RISK MANAGEMENT & MORE!

AGRIBUSINESS SOLUTIONS

Get local expertise and the service you deserve 
from The Accel Group’s dedicated team!

Serving clients across Iowa with offices in 
Cedar Rapids | Waverly | Cedar Falls

319.483.4854 | acceladvantage.com Proud to 
partner with:

CROP, FARM, LIVESTOCK

Business Spotlight

County Road 49
410 E 6th St., Readlyn

319-279-3319

Hot Food 24/7

Hello Readlyn! I hope you are all doing 
well this fine month. 

There has been so much going on in and 
around town and in school recently that I 
don’t even know where to start. First of 
all, the town Easter egg hunt was abso-
lutely so much fun. I was able to see so 
many excited little people running around 
the park while I was helping at the event, 
and saying that the smiles warmed my 
heart would be an understatement. I also 
sponsored 24 eggs for the event, so, when 
I handed out prizes with my family, I was 
able to see and talk to even more people. 

After the egg hunt, I went to one of my 
friend’s houses to do her and her family's 
nails, something that has been recurring 
recently. With prom coming up, I am so 
excited to say that my schedule will be so 
full! 

My recently acquired hobby, as many of 
you might already know, is doing my and 
other people’s nails. For my birthday right 
before quarantine last year, I was given a 
nail lamp, and, gosh, have I used it. 

Other than that, my entire class has 
been focusing hard on the days left un-
til graduation. We have been filling out 
many scholarships and figuring out our 
schedules for college next year, which has 
proven to be quite the task. I am happy to 
say that I will be at Hawkeye for only one 
year, as I have most of my Associate's De-
gree already finished, and then I will go to 
the University of Northern Iowa. 

The most exciting part of this month for 
me was the homecoming of my boyfriend, 
and, as he is sitting here as I am writing 
this, he wants to say hi.

“Hello there, my name is Trystan 
Lampe, I am thrilled to be home after a 
long 11 months. All of us in the 1-133rd 
IN “Ironman” battalion want to thank you 
for your thoughts, prayers, and gifts. We 
are all looking forward to some time off 
before getting back to our normal lives. I 
personally will be going back to college 
for a police science degree in the fall. I did 
get my Class A CDL in March of 2020, so 
if anyone needs help this fall feel free to 
let me know.”

As always, thank you all so much for 
coming to my section of the paper, and 
thank you all for the support you have giv-
en me in my time in The Chronicle.  

With all my love, 
Grace, Miss Readlyn 2020

Easter egg hunt fun!

Grace and Trystan

Celebrations
The Readlyn Chronicle is 

pleased to welcome a new advertiser in the 
newspaper — Celebrations.

Celebrations  was started in 2002 by 
Dave and Kay Priebe in our little hometown 
of Sumner in NE Iowa.

The business started out of necessity as 
Dave and Kay needed a large amount of 
seating for one of their children's gradua-
tion. In the spring of 2005, they purchased 
a couple of used tents to go along with the 
chairs for another family event.

During these events, they received nu-
merous compliments on the setup they had 
done and even had a few people inquire as 
to where they were actually renting from. 
They were a bit surprised when Dave told 
them that he owned all of the equipment.  
Many began to then ask if Dave could help 
them out with their own functions.  As word 
spread locally the Priebe's continued to get 
more and more requests which eventually 
led to the beginning of Celebrations.

After awhile, demand was so strong that 
they purchased 4 new tents and several 
new, higher quality, tables and chairs. In the 
spring of 2006, Dave again increased their 
inventory of higher quality tables and chairs 
along with adding 4 more tents as well as a 
generator. Year after year the entire staff at 
Celebrations continued to get a lot of com-
pliments which they attest to their quality 
of equipment and service. Because of this. 
Celebrations continues to only offer the 
best to our clients.

Year after year, more and more invento-
ry was purchased by Celebrations, adding 
more "Wedding" tents that have the option 
of solid color wall panels or cathedral set-
tings. They also added dance floor, many 
lighting options, decorating items, and 
many other entertainment choices.

In 2007, a special purchase was made for 

Celebrations and its loyal customers! It was 
a piece that we feel makes us unique com-
pared to other businesses like ours. In 2007, 
we began providing our clients with the 
option of a luxury restroom facility that we 
call "The Loo" (Executive Restroom Trail-
er). We currently have 2 "Loo's" and both 
come with an attendant for every rental. 
This is a restroom your guests never forget!

In 2019, Dave's health began to dete-
riorate when he was diagnosed with can-
cer. Then followed the disastrous year of 
COVID-19 in 2020 where most events were 
canceled. Celebrations began to slow down 
and make some changes. Dave and Kay 
needed to make some decisions about the 
business moving forward.

We have been friends of Dave and Kay 
Priebe and began to discuss the possibility 
of purchasing this exciting business from 
them, as Dave's health continued to slow 
him down.

One week after Dave lost his courageous 
battle with cancer, Jeff and Deb Smith pur-
chased  Celebrations  from Kay --- with the 
promise to carry Dave's legacy into many 
more years with Celebrations!

Jeff brings a strong business sense to Cel-
ebrations. He worked in the insurance in-
dustry before coming to Celebrations. Deb 
brings her creative side to this exciting busi-
ness adventure! She has worked in the med-
ical field for over 25 years, but also felt that 
she had so much creativity inside her and 
needed a place to share her creative ideas! 
Celebrations will be that outlet for her!

We promise to give the clients of Celebra-
tions all of the rental services they have had 
through Dave and Kay, but we also plan to 
expand the services of Celebrations to party 
planning, decorating, screen printing, cus-
tom art work, and custom embroidery that 
we can do in-house!

Sunday, May 9, Mother’s Day Buffet at 
Center Inn, 10:30 AM-2 PM.

Monday, May 10, 7:00 pm, Fire Sta-
tion, Grump Days’ Committee Meeting

Thursday, May 13, 7:00 pm, Center 
Inn, Readlyn Community Club Meeting

Monday, May 24, 7:00 pm, Fire Sta-
tion, Grump Days’ Committee Meeting
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Readlyn Community Happenings

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Darrin Siefken, Owner

207 East Bremer Avenue
Waverly

319-352-9129
info@crawdaddyoutdoors.com
www.crawdaddyoutdoors.com

MEMBER FDIC

www.FirstIowa.bank
Cedar Falls | Plainfield | Waverly

 Ellen and Burton Thies are the two 
to appreciate for annually conducting 

Readlyn’s Easter Egg Hunt. Thirty years 
after initiating this awesome tradition, 

they have decided to turn over the reins. 
The community cannot thank them enough 

for the joy they have brought to so many young lives. 
Their unselfish dedication to the 

Easter Egg Hunt plus so many other 
Readlyn events make them true 

legends of our community.

Wayne Teisinger VFW Auxiliary meets
The Wayne Teisinger VFW Auxillary 

met at the Readlyn Library at 7:30 PM 
March 9, 2021. Masks and social distanc-
ing were practiced.

The meeting was called to order by 
Verdeen Pavelec, president, followed by 
an opening prayer and the pledge of al-
legiance. The secretary’s minutes were 
passed. The treasurer’s report was read. 
Motion was made by Wilda and seconded 
by Betty to accept subject to audit. Gen-
eral orders were read and discussed. Third 
District meeting will be April 17, 2021. 
Delegates will be Ellen Thies and Wilda 
Albrecht and alternates are Verdeen and 
Betty. Motion was made to accept by Wil-
da and seconded by Betty. Volunteer hours 
were turned in.

Old Business: None
New Business: Bills Gift Card $5 and 

Valentines $8
Thank Yous from Verdeen and Marge 

were read. Letters from Senator Ernst 
and Representative Grassley were read. 
A request from Wapsie Valley Chorus for 
poppies was discussed. We decided to let 
Wilda handle this.

Motion to adjourn by Darlene Peters and 
seconded by Wilda. The meeting closed 
with a prayer.

Hostess was Betty Power.
Next meeting will be April 13,2021.

April Meeting
The Wayne Teisinger VFW Auxiliary 

#5661 Readlyn met at the home of Darlene 
Peters, April 15, 2021, with 5 members 
present. The books were audited before the 
meeting. It opened with prayer and pledge 

of allegiance. The secretary’s and trea-
surer’s reports were read and accepted. A 
motion was made by Betty Power and sec-
onded by Wilma Albrecht to accept the au-
dit; carried. General orders and chairman 
reports were read. A motion was made by 
Wilda Albrecht and seconded by Darlene 
Peters to pay the bill. Volunteer hours were 
turned in. We talked about getting a new 
ritual book this fall. A letter was read from 
the National Home and two from Kathryn 
Schreiber. 

A motion was made by Betty Power and 
seconded by Wilda Albrecht to unanimous-
ly keep the elected officers: President, 
Verdeen Pavelec; Vice President, Luann 
Happel; Jr. Vice President, Darlene Peters; 
Treasurer, Ellen Thies; Secretary, Luann 
Happel; carried. 

Delegates for the state convention are 
Darlene Peters and Betty Power and al-
ternates are Luann Happel and Wilda Al-
brecht. Delegate for the national conven-
tion is Verdeen Pavelec and alternate is 
Darlene Peters. A motion was made by Bet-
ty Power and seconded by Wilda Albrecht 
to accept the delegates and alternates for 
the state and national conventions; carried. 

The installation report was filled out and 
sent in by Ellen Thies. A motion was made 
by Wilda Albrecht and seconded by Luann 
Happel to send in our cancer insurance; 
carried. The state convention will be held 
June 3-6, 2021 at Ames, Iowa. 

A motion was made by Darlene Peters 
and seconded by Wilda Albrecht to ad-
journ, carried. The meeting closed with 
prayer. Hostess was Darlene Peters.

The Rainbow Clovers 4-H Club met in March for our regular club meeting.  During that 
meeting, we donated food items to prepare a complete Easter dinner to the Oran food 
pantry.  We donated 88 lbs and were able to feed four families.  We are grateful that we 
are able to help those in need!. Written by Historian, Kylie Strottmann.

‘We’ll show you crazy!’ was 
theme of RCC annual meeting

The theme of the Readlyn Community 
Club’s Annual Meeting, held March 27, 
2021, at the Center Inn was “We’ll Show 
You Crazy!” And the committee did just 
that! Committee members for the event 
were: Louie Hartman (chairlady), Lau-
ri Phelan, Pat Wehr, Dan Sauerbrei, and 
Hailey Broten.

After signing in, entering the raffle con-
test, volunteering to supply treats for the 
Easter Egg Hunt, and adding comments 
to posters, nearly 90 Readlyn Community 
Club members were seated at tables dec-
orated with the “Crazy” theme in mind. 
Keeping with the theme, guests were 
encouraged to begin the meal by eating 
dessert first while being entertained with 
a slideshow Hailey prepared highlighting 
2020’s events.

Jessica Buck led the prayer after Pres-
ident Hailey Broten greeted and thanked 
the crowd for attending the dinner. Jim and 
Bev from Sunrise Catering were thanked 
next for the fine meal, waiving the usual 
room rental charge, and discounting the 
Center Inn gift certificates awarded later 
to Trivia winners.

Hailey called the meeting to order at 7 
PM. 2019 Grump, Roland Schmidt, and 
2020 Miss Readlyn, Grace Imbrogno, 
were introduced; each said a few words 
of appreciation. 2021 Grump candidates 

Marlys Deterding and Larry Sauerbrei 
each gave a bit of background information 
about her/himself. 

Jessica moved and Eric Johnston sec-
onded to approve the 2019 minutes print-
ed in the program; passed unanimously.

Eric moved and Jessica seconded to 
approve the treasurer’s report provid-
ed in the program. Dan Billhorn moved 
and Mary Lou Ungs seconded to donate 
$1,000 to the Food Bank in Oran; passed 
unanimously.

After providing some short and some 
long biographies of officers and Board 
members on the ballot, Jessica moved and 
Eric seconded to accept the ballot; passed 
unanimously.

Miss Readlyn drew the raffle winners: 
Deb Sauerbrei, Brenda Meyer, Janet Lad-
age, and Aubrey Johnston. Thank you, 
Randy and Dee Liddle, for donating four 
$25 Fareway gift certificates. 

“Expect the Unexpected” will be the 
Grump Days’ theme.

Corey Hesse moved and Ben Anderson 
seconded to adjourn the meeting.

Six groups competed in the Trivia con-
test. A good time was had by all.

Respectfully submitted,
Pat Wehr

Readlyn Community Club secretary
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Thank you for your  
generosity 

Patrick Brodigan 
Miranda Wheeler 

 

********************************************************************************************************************************************* 

Phone and Fax: 319-279-3432 Email: readlynlib@gmail.com Website:  www.readlyn.lib.ia.us 

Visit Our Webpage! 
https://

www.readlyn.lib.ia.us/ 

Monday 10:00 - 7:00 
Tuesday 10:00 - 5:00 

Wednesday 10:00 - 5:00 

Thursday 10:00 - 7:00 

Friday 10:00 - 5:00 
Saturday 9:00 - 12:00 

Cash Donations 

Hours: 

The staff of the Readlyn Community Library had a great 
time handing out Easter baskets at this year’s Easter egg 
hunt. As always, it was wonderful getting to see everyone 
out and about. We look forward to seeing you all again for 
this year’s Summer Reading program throughout the 
month of June! 

Book Memorials 

 
 The Bremer County Health 

Department holds foot clinics 
at the Readlyn Library on the 
3rd Thursday of every month. 

 

Jacob Janowski’s luck had run out--orphaned and penniless, he had no 
direction until he landed on a rickety train that was home to the Benzini 
Brothers Most Spectacular Show on Earth. A veterinary student just shy of 
a degree, he was put in charge of caring for the circus menagerie. It was 
the Great Depression and for Jacob the circus was 
both his salvation and a living hell. There he met Mar-
lena, the beautiful equestrian star married to August, 
the charismatic but brutal animal trainer. And he met 
Rosie, an untrainable elephant who was the great 
hope for this third-rate traveling show. The bond that 
grew among this group of misfits was one of love and 
trust, and ultimately, it was their only hope for survival. 

 #1 New York Times Bestseller, Los Angeles Times 
Bestseller, Wall Street Journal Bestseller, Newsday Fa-
vorite Book of 2006, USA Today Bestseller  

Readlyn Reads - Book Talk 
 

May’s title: Water for Elephants 
Pick up a copy at the library and join us for discussion on May 27th. 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 

 

 

In Memory of Arnold Averhoff 
Vernon and Mary Ann Clefisch 
 
In Memory of Larry Lee 
Douglas and Sherri Koschmeder 
 
In Memory of Milt Happel 
Edwin and Donna Sadler 
 
In Memory of Bill Hyde 
Sherry and John Tiedt 
 
In Memory of Bill Phelps 
Melinda & Dan Oltrogge 
 

In Memory of Darlene Benning 
“Biscuit and the Little Llamas” by Alys-
sa Capucilli from Mike and Dianne 
Barnett 
“Ducks on the Road” by Anita Lobel 
from Mike and Dianne Barnett 
“Bearded” by Jeremy Billups from 
Mike and Dianne Barnett 
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Readlyn, Long Ago
Compiled by Bob Thran

Dan Gable has connection to Readlyn
At a Readlyn Historical Society 

meeting, Judy Liestokow stated that 
she attended country school with Diane 
Gable, Dan Gable's sister. I had known 
Dan for many years and did not know 
that he once lived in the Readlyn area. 

I started a Nashua I Club and for 
many years we had hosted Dan and al-
ways presented him half a beef in ap-
preciation of his success as coach of the 
University of Iowa wrestling program. I 
proposed that if the Readlyn Historical 
Society would provide the facility and 
the meal, I would invite Dan to Read-
lyn. When invited, Dan was happy to 
come to Readlyn. He had a connection 

with Readlyn, for when he was small 
he lived on a farm north of town.

The citizens of Readlyn respond-
ed by filling the Center Inn. The meal 
was great! Dick Cousin, Waverly, com-
mented, "That was a fabulous meal for 
$6, and we got to listen to Dan Gable, 
too."

In looking back, there were two 
things that stood out. As the meal was 
being served, Dan went up and down 
the rows of tables to shake hands with 
all who were in attendance. Also, when 
Judy presented the composite picture of 
the students of Fremont# 6 to Dan and 
his father Mack, Dan, in appreciation of 

her thoughtfulness, rewarded Judy with 
a kiss on her cheek.

It was a pleasure for me to invite Dan 
Gable to my hometown of Readlyn, to 
serve as emcee, and to witness the out-
standing reception Dan and his family 

received. The Nashua I Club provided 
the beef which was processed by the 
Ionia Locker. The Readlyn Historical 
Society hosted a special evening fea-
turing a world famous wrestler and an 
outstanding person, Dan Gable.

—News from Readlyn—
Coach Gable at Readlyn (1997)
By Brenda Buenzow

Iowa Head Wrestling Coach, Dan Ga-
ble was welcomed at a dinner held Oct. 
2 at the Center Inn, Readlyn. The dinner, 
attended by 250 guests from Readlyn and 
the surrounding communities, was spon-
sored by the Nashua I Club and hosted 
by the Readlyn Historical Society.

Other guests in attendance beside 
the speaker, Dan Gable, were his wife, 
Kathy, their children, his father, Mack, 
former members of his squad, along with 
wrestling coaches from Wartburg and 
surrounding high schools. Dinner for the 
guests was provided by Larry and Deb 
Sauerbrei, owners of the Center Inn.

The evening began with a social hour 
where Dan signed autographs followed 
by dinner and drawing of raffle prizes 
of Hawkeye wrestling and Dan Gable 
memorabilia. Guests then listened as 
Coach Gable spoke of athletics and what 
it takes to be a team member.

At the conclusion of the meeting Read-
lyn resident Judy (Mrs. Ron) Leistikow 
presented Mack and Dan Gable with a 
class composite picture of their daughter 
and sister, Diane Gable, who once at-
tended Fremont #6 country school with 
Judy as her classmate. They were also 
shown a farmland picture of the land on 
which the Gables once resided northeast 
of Readlyn on the property now occu-
pied by Gordon Ragsdale which the 
Leistikows own.

Dan could recall where he once played 
as a child and where the Wapsipinicon 
River flooded their farmland. The family 
moved to Waterloo where Dan's wres-
tling career began and thus to the success 
he now holds. Once the family's lives 
began to adjust from the struggles of the 
farming community to the bigger city 
life came the devastation of the death of 
family member Diane, a teenager, who 
was murdered.

Excerpts from ‘A Wrestling Life’
In a conversation with Dan Gable, he 

stated that when he was small he lived 
on a farm near Readlyn. The following 
paragraphs are from the book, A Wrestling 
Life. Although Dan does not specifically 
mention Readlyn in this book, I assume 
these incidents occurred while he and his 
family were living near Readlyn.

***
The cornstalks swayed in the gentle 

Iowa summer breeze above me. I was 
about four years old and was hiding in a 
cornfield, giggling as my mother, Katie, 
and my big sister, Diane, called my name. 
They were searching the stalks for me, but 
whenever they got too close, I scurried 
deeper into the field. The corn was about 
six feet high, so it was hard to find me, 
and I knew it. I was determined not to be 
found. They were pretty mad at me, and 
rightfully so.

Earlier that day, I sat in the backseat of 
our family's convertible as my mom and 
sister drove down a long road flanked by 
cornfields. It was a perfect day for a drive 
with the top of the car down. I was bored 
just sitting there, so I grabbed Diane's 
purse and started playing with it. I held 
it up in the air. The wind from the drive 
caught it, and it went flying away.

My mother immediately hit the brakes 
and Diane started to chastise me. I knew 
I was in trouble, so I did the only thing I 
could think of and ran off to hide in the 
cornfield. My mom and Diane quickly 
found the purse in the ditch next to the 
road, but finding me was another question. 
The late-season cornstalks were a perfect 
place for a little boy to hide, and so the 
search began.

_It took them over an hour to finally 
find me, and when they did, I was really in 
trouble. This being many decades ago, the 
punishment was fast and swift. Let's just 
say there were definitely consequences.

***
My cornfield adventure was not my 

first, nor my last. I was never one to hurt 
people or do anything illegal, but I was a 
little devil. I certainly kept my parents on 

their toes.
On one occasion, when I was about five 

years old, our family made a trip to Black's 
department store in downtown Waterloo. 
Back then, the elevators were run by an 
operator. As the four of us crowded into 
the store’s elevator with several strangers, 
the operator asked, "Which floor, please?"

I was the smallest in the group and knew 
where we were going, and I quickly yelled 
out, "Fifth floor ... bastard!" Swearing was 
a common part of my parents' vocabulary, 
but my mother quickly shushed me, and 
my father scowled, embarrassed. No one 
else said anything as the elevator moved 
slowly from floor to floor. At each level, 
a bell sounded and upon reaching the fifth 
floor, the elevator stopped, and the door 
opened. Some people walked out, and I 
followed them. Then I looked back and 
saw that my family was still on the eleva-
tor as the doors were closing. They were 
angry with me for embarrassing them, and 
stayed on the elevator to teach me a les-
son.

Things were certainly different then 
than they are today.

I was so mad and upset. When I turned 
back around, there was an older lady bent 
over right in front of me. I just reacted and 
took a chomp on her rear. To this day I 
don't really remember why. She screamed, 
and that was the end for me. I knew I was 
in really big trouble.

A small crowd of store employees and 
shoppers came quickly to see what all the 
fuss was about. I had just bitten a com-
plete stranger and was now in the hands of 
even more strangers. Fear began to wash 
over me, and I didn't know what to do. I 
was scared to death.

Finally, my parents and sister came back 
to the fifth floor to claim me, and. when 
they found out that I had bitten a lady, they 
were even madder than they were before. 
This being the 1950s, when we got out to 
the car, my father popped me on the head 
with his ring finger. Later at home, my 
mom used a ruler to show her displeasure

***

Above is the former Gable home near 
Readlyn. At right is Diane Gable. 

Photos provided by the Gable Family.

Mrs. Ron (Judy) Leistikow presenting a composite picture of classmates that included 
the late Diane Gable to Mack Gable (left) and Dan Gable. Photo contributed

Owners
Jerry and Jon Elsamiller

Family Owned and Operated for Over 30 Years!

1004 E. Bremer Ave.
Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
Commercial
Residential

Farm
Industrial
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www.waverlydenverlaw.com

303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5479

Stumme, Collins, 
Gritters & Epley, PLLC

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and its Operating Companies,
American Family Insurance Company, American Family Life Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI  53783
006225 – Rev. 5/17  ©2015 – 13734960

 Kristi Demuth, Agent 
 Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc. 
 408 W Bremer Ave Ste A, 
Waverly 
 Bus: (319) 352-5530 
 kdemuth@amfam.com   

Your farm is more than a business. It’s your legacy—
and keeping the farm in the family is important. 
We’ve been protecting farms for over 80 years, but we 
can also provide life insurance designed to protect 
those who depend on you. Enjoy the convenience of 
working with one local agent to protect everything—
your farm, home, auto, and life. 

PROTECT YOUR FARM
AND YOUR LEGACY.

Get a competitive quote at

AMFAM.COM/LIFE

Paul Smith
319-269-0952

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing

Site Preparation
Septic Systems

Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation

Drainage

Fettkether
Fertilizer Co., LLC

Dunkerton, IA
319-404-0064

fettfarm@dunkerton.net

Specializing in starter fertilizer mixes, bulk UAN, 
Crop Chemicals, Seed & Planter Equipment

Springtime in the school world comes with many different activities and events. We 
are in full swing for the spring musical, “The Wizard of Oz,” which will be performed 
on April 9, 10, and 11. Tickets are available here: https://www.wapsievalleyschools.
com/301186_2 .

Track and golf meets are in high gear and hopefully warmer, dry weather will coop-
erate in the weeks to come.

The Wapsie Valley Prom will be held this year on Saturday, May 1. The Grand March 
will begin at 6:00 pm at the high school with the Prom Dance to follow from 8-11:00 pm 
at IC Hall in Fairbank. Post-Prom celebrations will occur from 11:30 pm-3:00 am back 
at the high school. The Wapsie Valley Post Prom Committee hosted a drive-through 
meal fundraiser on April 9 in the high school parking lot starting at 5:00 pm until food 
was gone. Hot dogs, brats, chips, and a cookie were available for purchase in the form 
of a good-will donation.

The High School Music Department Showcase performance will take place on May 
3 at the high school. There is also an elementary music and band concert on May 10 at 
the high school. Information for the times of these events will be sent in school news-
letters and will be placed on the school events calendar on the WV website as infor-
mation becomes available. The Fine Arts Department celebrates Christopher Tibbott’s 
performance of “Mothers,” which earned Christopher an IHSSA All State Honor for his 
individual Literary Program.

The Wapsie Valley FFA Chapter will again be hosting the annual spring plant fund-
raising sale for hanging baskets and annuals. This sale will start in late April or early 
May and span for a two-week period. More information will be available in the near 
future on the Wapsie Valley School website, in local newspapers, and in school news-
letters.

Think Spring Thoughts!
Stay Warrior Strong and Safe,

Dave Larson - Wapsie Valley CSD Superintendent
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223 E. 1st Street • Readlyn, IA
Phone 319-279-3396
Email: readcoop@netins.net

Farmers Coop

INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.

VANDAELE 
INSURANCE, INC.

119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467
Fairbank, IA 50629

319-635-2526
Fax: 319-635-2162

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance

For all your insurance needs.

319-279-3893 
319-267-2035

securitymutualins.com

234 Main Street • Readlyn, IA

The amazing Ellen & Burton Thies
Readlyn Community Club (RCC) mem-

bers Ellen and Burton Thies are the two 
who should receive accolades for con-
ducting Readlyn's Annual Easter Egg 
Hunt. After 20+ years, they have decid-
ed to turn over the reins. The community 
cannot thank them enough for the joy they 
have brought to so many young lives. 

In addition to the Easter Egg Hunt, Bur-
ton has been the go-to man for all elec-
trical and carpentry needs. He is the one 
we can thank for bringing electricity to the 
gazebo and City Park. Not only does the 
electricity light up the park for Christmas, 
it also enables vendors, as well as refrig-

eration and loud speaker systems, to hook 
up during Grump Days. One of the first 
things you learn when joining the RCC is 
that if an RCC project requires carpentry 
skills, “Call Burton.” Without the blink of 
an eye, he always took care of it.

In addition, Ellen and Burton have 
been the key members for decorating 
Main Street for countless years. One year 
when Burton was busy, 80+year-old El-
len showed up trailering a flatbed to haul 
items for the Main Street decorating. Ellen 
and Burton’s unselfish dedication to Read-
lyn events makes this couple true legends 
of our community.

Dog poop bag 
opportunities

The Readlyn Community Club pur-
chased 3 dog poop bag dispensers. The 
City guys installed them in the following 
locations: 

(1) Between the concession stand and 
splash pad,  

(2) The park intersection of 4th Street 
and Lobeck Avenue,

(3) The bike trail “Welcome To Read-
lyn” entrance where you can also borrow 
a book and fix your bike.

Please use the bags—we have plenty of 
them—and carry them to a garbage can.  
Be proud of our clean community. Thank 
you.

Ellen and Burton Thies

Grace Kuethe 
to note her 
85th birthday

Grace Kuethe will be celebrating her 
85th birthday on April 28, 2021.

She has been blessed with three chil-
dren, Todd and Kris Kuethe, Readlyn, 
Troy and Paige Kuethe, Geneseo, IL, and 
Sara and Steve Breuers, Readlyn; eight 
grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.

Birthday greetings may be sent to her at:
P.O. Box 253
Readlyn, IA 50668

Grace Kuethe

Send news to the Chronicle at:
 ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com
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It’s your future.
Let’s protect it.™

David C. Matthias
Agent, AgWise Advanced Certified

319-352-3667 office
319-352-4808 fax
319-415-5989 cell

david.matthias@fbfs.com
2018 E. Bremer Ave., PO Box 615

Waverly, IA 50677
Registered Representative/Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services LLC+, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company+*, Western Agricultural Insurance Company+*, Farm Bureau Life 
Insurance Company.+* Health insurance policies are underwritten by an insurance company that is not affiliated with our companies. *Affiliates *Company 
providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services

Auto  — Home — Life
Annuities — Mutual Funds

Business
Farm & Ranch
Crop — Health

Contact me today. >

Troy A. Delagardelle, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

4901 University Ave - Suite B 
Cedar Falls, Iowa  50613
319.277.4446

Member SIPC

Rick Foelske, Owner

Tripoli, Iowa • 319-882-4486

FEMA to provide assistance 
with funeral costs for  
COVID-19-related deaths

Readlyn, IA – The staff at Kaiser-Cor-
son Funeral Homes want the citizens of 
Readlyn to be aware, that beginning on 
April 12, families that experienced the 
death of a loved one due to COVID-19 
may be eligible for up to $9,000 in fu-
neral assistance from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA). 

Two pieces of legislation recently 
passed by Congress – the Coronavi-
rus Response and Relief Supplemen-
tal Appropriations Act of 2021 and the 
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 
– authorized FEMA to provide finan-
cial assistance to families that incurred 
COVID-19-related funeral expenses af-
ter January 20, 2020.  

“This has been an extraordinarily dif-
ficult year as hundreds of thousands of 
families throughout the country have 
unexpectedly had to plan a funeral when 
a loved one died of COVID-19,” said 
Darren O’Donnell, Funeral Director 
and Co-owner of Kaiser-Corson Funer-
al Home. “Our hearts are with, not only 
the families we have served, but every-
one in this community who is grieving 
the death of a loved one or friend due 
to the pandemic. While this assistance 
cannot take away their pain and grief, 
it will make a tremendous difference by 
enabling them to meaningfully honor 
the life of their loved one and lay them 
to rest with dignity.”

Funeral assistance is intended to assist 
with expenses for funeral and memorial 
services, and burial, interment or cre-
mation. I-844-684-6333 is the dedicated 
phone number established to help indi-
viduals who apply. FEMA encourages 
families that may be eligible to start 
gathering the following documentation:

• An official death certificate that at-
tributes the death to COVID-19 and 
shows that the death occurred in the 
United States. The death certificate 
must indicate the death “may have been 
caused by” or “was likely the result of” 
COVID-19 or COVID-19-like symp-
toms. Similar phrases that indicate a 
high likelihood of COVID-19 are con-
sidered sufficient attribution.

• Funeral expense documents (e.g., re-
ceipts, funeral home contract, etc.) that 
include the applicant’s name, the de-

ceased individual’s name, the amount of 
funeral expenses and dates the funeral 
expenses were incurred. 

• Proof of funds received from other 
sources specifically for use toward fu-
neral costs. Funeral assistance may not 
duplicate benefits received from burial 
or funeral insurance; financial assis-
tance received from voluntary agencies; 
federal/state/local/tribal/territorial gov-
ernment programs or agencies; or other 
sources.

If multiple individuals contributed 
toward funeral expenses, they should 
apply under a single application as ap-
plicant and co-applicant(s). Applicants 
can also apply for assistance for more 
than one individual who died. 

“FEMA COVID-19 Funeral Assis-
tance covers eligible expenses for the 
services you’ve already paid for when 
your loved one died,” said O’Donnell. 
“And, as our community becomes safer, 
your family may choose to plan a me-
morial service in your loved one’s honor 
that all of your family and friends can 
attend – something that many families 
are finding to be a meaningful experi-
ence. Those expenses may also be eli-
gible.” 

While families can apply for assis-
tance at any time, if they do wish to have 
a memorial service when it is safe to do 
so, FEMA recommends waiting until af-
ter all services have been contracted to 
avoid the hassle of amending an initial 
application.

The FEMA website has complete 
information about eligibility require-
ments, documentation applicants will be 
required to provide, and how to start the 
application process. Visit https://www.
fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/eco-
nomic/funeral-assistance.

“If there is anything we can do to as-
sist families with the application process 
– such as by ordering copies of a death 
certificate or providing copies of re-
ceipts or contracts showing the expenses 
that were incurred – please call us,” said 
O’Donnell. “Our staff can also speak 
with families at any time about planning 
a memorial service for your loved one 
that all of your loved ones and friends 
can attend when it is safe to do so.”

Wapsie Valley FFA fares  
well at District Convention
By Mary Bodensteiner, Chapter Reporter

On Saturday, March 13, Wapsie Val-
ley FFA members traveled to the Inde-
pendence High School to compete at the 
Northeast District Convention. To at-
tend Districts this year, members had to 
compete in an event or to serve as their 
chapter’s delegates for District officer 
elections. Competing at Districts requires 
countless hours of practice for competi-
tion and preparation of the three officer 
books to be judged. 

Our chapter’s President, Kalyee 
Kleitsch, received first gold in Job Inter-
view Saturday and is excited about the 
opportunity to compete at State her senior 
year. “I am planning on getting in as much 
practice as I can with a lot of mock inter-
views.” She is looking forward to seeing 
how the Convention will be set up differ-
ently, since it will be held in Des Moines 
this year rather than at Iowa State Univer-
sity, as in previous years.

Because of COVID-19 restrictions, all 
quizzes were taken in Ag classes preced-
ing the in-person Convention. Everyone 
worked extremely hard and represented 
Wapsie Valley FFA very well! Congratula-
tions to all who competed, and good luck 

to those advancing to the State Conven-
tion this April! 

Results from Saturday are listed be-
low:

Chapter Website: Austin Hesse - Gold
Conduct of Meetings: Lily Schwic-

kerath, Kali Lampe, Reese Pine, Brody 
Kleitsch, Ava VanDaele, Mady Richards, 
Caitlyn Rechkemmer - Silver 

Extemporaneous Speaking: Sydney 
Matthias - Silver

Job Interview: Kaylee Kleitsch - 1st 
Gold, Advance to State

Reporter’s Scrapbook: Mary Boden-
steiner - 2nd Gold, Advance to State

Secretary’s Book: Courtney Schmitz - 
3rd Gold, Alternate to State

Treasure’s Book: Ethan Oltrogge - 3rd 
Gold, Alternate to State

Greenhand Quiz: Kali Lampe - 2nd, 
Mady Richards - 2nd, Livie Shannon - 4th, 
Matilda Miller - 5th, Lily Schwickerath - 
5th, Reese Pine - 7th, Noah Richards - 8th

Chapter Quiz: Elle Voy - 6th, Keegon 
Brown - 8th

Farm Business Management: Brok 
Grober and Tylen Heirsh 

Delegates: Mary Bodensteiner and Ava 
VanDaele

Wapsie Valley FFA Members Attend NE District Convention: Back Row: (Left to 
Right) Austin Hesse, Brody Kleistch, Mr. Forsyth, Mary Bodensteiner, Kaylee Kleitsch, 
Kali Lampe, and Mady Richards  Front Row: Lily Schwickerath, Ava VanDaele, Caitlyn 
Rechkemmer and Reese Pine 
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Farmers Savings Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301
www.frederikabank.comDenver, Iowa Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 800-779-5438 • www.schumacherelevator.com

Don’t throw a party without us!

Celebrations
Tents * Tables * Chairs
Decorations
Entertainment
Lights * Fun!

Jeff & Deb Smith
319-240-2641

701 N. Railroad Street
Sumner, IA

Donations delivered to  
Oglala Lakota Tribe, Kyle, SD

Thank you so much to the communities 
of Hawkeye and Readlyn for generously 
donating the many wonderful items re-
cently delivered to the Pine Ridge Reser-
vation by Kyle, South Dakota.  

Keith and Marilyn Westpfahl and Ron 
and Louie Hartman took advantage of the 
beautiful weather March 7-9 to make the 
12-hour drive with two fully loaded trail-
ers to the appreciative Oglala Lakotas 
Tribe. 

It was a rough winter for the communi-
ty.  Because of the COVID lockdown, the 
donated winter coats and boots remained 
in storage in Iowa, most of the community 
garden could not be harvested, and 60 of 
their 20,000 residents lost their lives to the 
virus.

 Director Rose Fraser, her staff, and 
several volunteers were excited to unload 
the household items, furniture, bedding, 
clothes, books and school supplies into the 
youth center building for distribution.  As 
spring arrives, the Lakotas are busy with 
the seedlings that are growing and will 
be moved to the greenhouse hoop build-

ings awarded from one of the many grants 
Rose Fraser applies for.

Because the Oglala Lakotas support 
themselves, a project called Oyate Teca, 
organized through the youth center, is 
vital with its adult classes in gardening, 
sewing, and canning.  Grants awarded 
from companies like Wal-Mart and Kel-
logg’s have purchased a pickup, tiller, 
small baler and hoop houses.  Land has 
been purchased and plans are made for a 
new building with enough space to allow 
for a café and farmer’s market using the 
vegetables they are now growing.  The en-
ergy of this group to improve their lives is 
very inspiring.  

Another trip to the Lakotas is being 
planned this summer with needed dona-
tions of beds/bedding, towels/bathroom 
items, kitchen items, cookware, rugs and 
canning supplies. 

Thank you, Dan and Connie Wedemei-
er, for the loan of the Weeds on Fire trail-
er.  Also appreciated were the Westpfahl 
friends and family in Hawkeye that excel 
at packing and organizing. 

This greenhouse was funded by a grant to the Oglala Lakota Tribe.

This is the crew that worked hard to unload the supplies.

The Weeds on Fire trailer was packed with goods.

Donations filled this building.
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What’s Cooking?
A recipe to share can be sent to billhorn@netins.net

Sunrise Catering
Jim Collins

• Full Service Catering
• Weddings
• Special Events
• Company Picnics

PO Box 190
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-4089
(319) 961-8610

www.Sunrise-Catering.com

Spring Center Farm 
Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

WILEY 
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling

Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518DENVER, IA

Center Inn’s legendary Mother’s 
Day Banquet Buffet returns

Mark your calendars for Mother’s 
Day, May 9, from 10:30 am – 2 pm, at 
the Center Inn. Plan to enter though the 
bar where you will receive a mimosa or 
orange juice, pay, and then proceed to 

the banquet hall. The dining room will 
be filled with Sunrise Catering’s culinary 
delights for the buffet. The selection will 
be phenomenal. 

More details will follow.

Karen Sadler, ARNP to offer 
ENT services at BCHC Oelwein

(Oelwein, IA) – BCHC Family Med-
icine in Oelwein will soon have access 
to another ENT service provider. Karen 
Sadler, ARNP will provide many services, 
including identifying and treating skin 
cancers, managing patients with allergies, 
sinus infections, sleep apnea, cerumen re-
moval from ears and other ENT related 
problems. Sadler will be available in Oel-
wein every other Friday starting April 30.

“I am excited to join Meg Heatley, PA-C 
in providing additional services for ENT, 
allergy, and skin cancer screening to pa-
tients from the Oelwein area,” said Sadler.

Sadler works in Dr. Congdon’s office 
at Cedar Valley Medical Specialists. She 
attended Mount Mercy College and re-
ceived her Bachelor of Nursing Degree 26 
years ago. Then returned to school to re-
ceive her Family Nurse Practitioner Cer-
tification from Purdue University Global 
in 2020. 

As an RN, she has nursing experience 
in labor and delivery, school nursing, and 
hospice. Sadler was raised in Fairbank 
and is a graduate of Wapsie Valley High 
school. She currently lives in Waverly, 
enjoys watching her children grow into 
adulthood, doing activities outside and In-
ternet shopping. 

For more information, or to stay up to 
date on the latest news and announce-

ments from BCHC, visit BCHealth.org, or 
follow “Buchanan County Health Center” 
on Facebook.

Karen Sadler, ARNP

Terrace Assisted Living • Hillcrest Skilled Care Nursing
Southview Apartments

915 W. First St., Sumner •563-578-8591 • www.hillcrestsumner.com

 - all on the same campus, 
  under the same roof
 - adjacent to Community Memorial 
  Hospital (Unity Point Health)

  We not only provide great 
care and attend to your 
medical needs, we create a 
fulfi lling lifestyle. Off ering 
exercise programs, choice 
menu dining, social out-
lets, creative enrichment 
opportunities, and spa-
cious apartments/rooms. 
We care about life and 
YOU living it to the fullest!

Hillcrest Living
Friendly. Trusted. Proven.

Th ree levels of care that are: 

Chocolate Chip Cookies

1 1/2 cup shortening (I use 2 sticks butter & 1/2 cup shortening)
1 1/4 cup brown sugar
1 cup white sugar
3 eggs
1 tsp vanilla
3 cups flour
1 tsp salt
1 1/2 tsp. soda
1 -12 oz package of chocolate chips.
Cream shortening, sugar, add eggs, add rest of  

ingredients, mix well. Drop by tsp. on cookie sheet
Bake 375 degree oven for 10 min. or until done
Makes 5 doz. cookies.
My daughter won a blue ribbon at the  

Chickasaw County 4-H Fair.
Marlys Deterding, Readlyn Iowa

Open House 
Saturday, May 8 

from 10 am-2 pm at 

Inspired 

*Repurposed, Gifts & Handmade Items 
from local Vendors 

*Wine Tasting 
*Potted flowers from Beck’s Nursery 

*Bake Sale-Proceeds going 
to the “Community Cupboard”

             Stop in... “We can’t wait to Inspire you!”
             314 Main St., Readlyn • 319-279-3051
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By: Eric Johnston

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield

For reservations, call 319-275-4528
Available for rent for graduations,  

small parties, wedding receptions & more.
40’x72’, full kitchen, freezer, refrigerators,  

air conditioning and restrooms.

We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED
Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

        125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)

www.truserveins.com

"Catfishing"
ejohnston@mossyoakprostaff.com

As many of you know through the years 
of my articles, I love bass fishing and tour-
naments. And, yes, that part of the sport of 
fishing makes my world go round through 
the open water season. But what many 
don’t know is I love to catch anything 
that swims, I absolutely love fishing for 
all species! One of my favorite species to 
fish growing up is catfishing. And it just 
so happens we have some great catfishing 
opportunities right in our backyard. This 
month, I'm going to talk about a fun, in-
expensive species to fish for -- the catfish.

I still remember following my dad down 
an old dirt path along the Cedar River, the 
hot sun beating down and the grasshop-
pers jumping out of the dry grass as we 
made the long trek to our favorite catfish-
ing hole. It was always so exciting for me. 

Back then, I only got to see my dad on 
the weekends and I would wait all week in 
excitement to get to go to dad’s as I knew 
we would be catfishing all weekend. I was 
probably only nine or ten years old at the 
time and I'm sure dad was just using this 
as a way to inexpensively get some fish-
ing in when my family didn’t have a lot 
of money.

But what he probably didn’t realize at 
the time is he was creating some of my 
favorite memories fishing growing up. It 
was always so cool to me to ride to the 
local bait shop for catfish bait. I was al-
ways in awe at the large bait tanks full of 
all the different sizes of minnows, chubs, 
and crawdads. I loved the smell, and the 
sounds of the tank pumps as we visited the 

store for our bait of choice for the day. It 
was my wildest dream to one day be in-
volved with that shop. That shop is Hank’s 
Live Bait and Tackle and now currently 
one of my biggest sponsors on the tour-
nament scene. It’s funny how things work 
out sometimes. 

Anyway, back to following dad down 
that path, as I said it was usually hot and it 
was all my little arms could handle carry-
ing the bucket of chubs and our gear down 
the path. Dad and I had kind of "built" our 
favorite fishing hole. There was naturally 
a rocky  point that had created a current 
break, but we added to it. We carried rocks 
and piled them further out into the water, 
creating an even bigger current break and 
a deep hole in the water where catfish like 
to live. On the bank, we found a bunch of 
bricks and built a makeshift fireplace. A 
lot of our fishing would go well into the 
night and a small fire was a necessity as 
we would usually bring some hot dogs or 
a can of beans for a snack while fishing. If 
I recall correctly, that’s even where I got 
to share a sip or two of dad’s Old Milwau-
kee  "when I ran out of pop," sitting side-
by-side on the river bank. [Insert winking 
emoji face here.] We would sit there for 
hours with two poles each, propped up on 
sticks with a different bait on each rod. 

Dad taught me at the time how to tar-
get the two different catfish species in the 
Cedar. If you targeted channel catfish, we 
generally used dead chubs or stink bait, 
and if we were after flathead catfish, we 
needed to use live chubs, as flatheads 
would only bite live bait. We both became 
obsessed with catching a big flathead. 

Our goal was always to break that twen-
ty pound mark, and I still remember the 
night we did. We were in our usual spot 
and it had been a slow evening with only 
a few fish caught. Dad had decided that 
he wanted to try some bigger bait and had 
thrown a night crawler out on the bottom 
to try to catch a sucker or carp to have that 
bigger bait. He had cast out a small spin-
ning rod to do this and propped it up. We 
put some hot dogs on the fire and heard 
the drag on that little rod take off! Dad 
grabbed the rod and the fight was on. What 
had been put out to catch bait was now the 
tool to get our elusive twenty pounder in! 

The drag on that little reel was scream-
ing and we both feared it would run out of 
line. Dad expertly took his time and the 
fight lasted at least twenty minutes. As the 
giant flathead started to tire out, dad hand-
ed me the rod and waded into the water 
and grabbed the fish and threw it up on 
the bank! We high-fived and hugged over 
that fish. We had achieved a goal, and, as 
long ago as that was, I still remember ev-
ery detail. 

It’s very easy to get into catfishing, and 
as I said earlier, our local Wapsi River and 
Cedar are absolutely full of them. To get 
started, I recommend a rod at least 6' 6" 
and no lighter than medium-heavy action. 
I prefer heavy as catfish fight hard! I like 
to use no lighter than 20 lb. test line and 
you can use either spinning or casting 

reels, whichever you prefer. For a bait set-
up, use a heavy barrel sinker with a split 
shot behind it as a sinker stop. Stop the 
sinker at least a foot and a half above the 
hook to let the bait float up off the bottom. 

Baits of choice are chubs, nightcrawl-
ers, crawdads, chicken liver, or stinkbait. 
Stinkbait can be purchased in jars and use 
a sponge or stinkbait holder on a treble 
hook. If you use chicken liver, I like a tre-
ble hook for that as well, as it holds the 
liver better than a standard hook. For all 
the other baits, I like to use a 1/0 wide-gap 
hook. Cast your  baits along current breaks 
that create slack water behind them. I like 
to cast right where the current meets the 
slack water. Dead trees in the water are 
great places for catfish to hide as they cre-
ate current breaks and deeper water. 

There are many great accesses nearby 
to start finding these type of areas for cat-
fish. A good place to start is with an Iowa 
Sportsman’s atlas and, generally, wherev-
er there’s a public area along the river, you 
will find good catfishing. Or, simply take 
a family drive along the river and you can 
find great areas to start. When catfishing, 
bring the kids along as it’s a very relaxing 
way to fish -- throwing your bait out on 
the bottom and relaxing along the river. 
Bring snacks and you'll more than likely 
make some great memories just as I did all 
those years ago. 

Until next time, GET OUTDOORS!

Restoring Health. Celebrating Smile
s.

Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-2270 • SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

New patients welcome!
Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s tradition of 

excellent dental care.

Dr. Jonathan Smiley and family
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PANTHER 
LANES

Restaurant•Bar•Bowling
Hwy. 93 W, Tripoli • 319-882-3753

Check out Our 
Daily Specials 

on 
Facebook

Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 10:30 to 10:00

Fri.-Sat. 10:30 to closing
Sun. 11:00 to 9:00

(Hours may vary, due to the Season)

News from Community Lutheran School

The 
Center Inn
is looking for 
cooks and 
servers. 

If interested, 
please call 

Bev Collins at 
319-961-4736.

Celebrating our April baptismal birthdays at chapel. You are children of God! 

Congratulations to Zach Boevers and Caleb Hogan for representing CLS at the 2021 
Iowa District East Spelling Bee in Williamsburg on April 17, 2021!  They placed 5th in the 
school competition. Caleb placed second in the 5-6 grade division earning 84 out of 85 
points! Go CLS!
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News from Wapsie Valley Elementary

Looking for people who are young at heart and wanting to let someone 
else deal with the day-to-day? Bring your home to our home.
Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at

319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa

A move to Willow Winds is more 
than a change of address. It’s a 
Community that ensures peace 
of mind. 

Amenities included for all tenants:
~Three home cooked meals a day                   
~Medication reminders
~Housekeeping and Laundry                             
~Emergency call pendants
~Activities                                                             
~Resident Assistant on site 24/7
~Cable & Utilities                                                 
~Nurse on call 24/7
~Wi-Fi access

www.WillowWindsDenver.com

121 Bremer Avenue
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5867

Come home to
Willow Winds

Assisted Living

Deputy Kyle Shores reads to Readlyn preschool students during Literacy Week.

During Literacy Week, Readlyn preschoolers wore red on Color Day.
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KIBBLES N CATNIP
PET GROOMING, LLC

319-327-4344
Treats, Bubbles and TLC!!

Full Service Grooming for dogs and cats
Carla Schwerin

1308 W. 1st Street
Sumner, Iowa 50674

Readlyn City Council Meeting April 12, 2021

Focused on  
YOUR FUTURE

Angie Dietz-Robinson
Wealth Management Advisor

319.575.9105
Cedar Falls, IA

Lynne Bellile
Agent

319.279.4001
Readlyn, IA

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. 
Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. Individual must be a registered 
representative of FBL Marketing Services, LLC or an investment adviser representative with FBL Wealth Management, LLC to discuss securities products. 
Individual must be released by FBL Wealth Management, LLC to offer advisory services. Individual must be licensed with issuing company to offer insurance 
products. +Affiliates. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-WMA-C (2-21)

Don’t leave what lies ahead to chance. We can help with insurance 
and �nancial planning to protect what matters most to you.

We offer:
Weed Control
Fertilization 

Lawn Mowing
Core Aeration

Grub Preventer
Spring & Fall Cleanups

... and much more!
Knowledgeable and helpful - locally owned and operated

102 N. 4th St.
Fairbank, Iowa
319-635-2139

Open 7:30 AM-8 PM
7 Days a Week

fairbankfoodcenter.com

The Readlyn City Council met in open 
session on Monday, April 12, 2021 at 
6:45 p.m. for Finance Committee to re-
view bills and at 7:00 p.m. for the reg-
ular meeting. Mayor ProTem Barnes in 
the chair and the following named coun-
cil members present: Keith Brunscheon, 
Nicole Barnes, Joey Jones, Rocco Im-
brogno. Absent: Jason Franck. Others in 
attendance: Steve Aiello, Barney Wiers-
ma, Austin Matthias, Hailey Broten, Scott 
Sweet, Garrett Barnes.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded 
by Jones to approve minutes from the 
March 8, 2021 council meeting. All said 
yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Imbrogno and seconded by 
Jones to approve bills presented for pay-
ment. All said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Jones and seconded by 
Brunscheon to approve Treasurer/clerk 
reports. All said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Barnes and seconded by 
Brunscheon to approve the budget and 
library reports. All said yes. Motion car-
ried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded 
by Imbrogno to approve police report. All 
said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded 
by Imbrogno to approve agenda as print-
ed. All said yes. Motion carried.

Council received an update on planned 
activities for Readlyn Grump Days from 
Hailey Broten.

Motion by Jones and seconded by 
Brunscheon approve use of the city park 
for a beer garden and other activities by 
the Readlyn Community Club for Read-
lyn Grump Days. Roll call vote. AYES: 
Barnes, Brunscheon, Jones, Imbrogno. 
NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded 
by Imbrogno to approve a beer license 
and Sunday sales permit for the Readlyn 
Community Club for Grump Days June 
17 -20, 2021 subject to completing nec-
essary paper work. Roll call vote. AYES: 
Jones, Imbrogno, Barnes, Brunscheon. 
NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Motion by Jones and seconded by Im-
brogno to approve cost share with the 
Readlyn Community Club for insurance. 
Roll call vote. AYES: Bmnscheon, Jones, 
Imbrogno, Barnes, Jones. NAYS: None. 
Motion carried.

Council received a presentation from 
Scott Sweet, with WHKS & Co. for en-
gineering services. Motion by Jones and 
seconded by Barnes to approve reim-
bursement to property owner at 225 W 
4th Street, Readlyn, IA in the amount of 
$1,724.09 for personal property loss due 
to sewer back up. Roll call vote. AYES: 

Jones, Imbrogno, Barnes, Brunscheon. 
NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Motion by Jones and seconded by 
Brunscheon to approve purchasing a re-
mote control for the ball diamond score 
board at a cost of $365.00 plus shipping. 
Roll call vote AYES: Imbrogno, Barnes, 
Brunscheon, Jones. NAYS: None. Motion 
carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded 
by Jones to approve Spring Clean Up 
Days for Readlyn residents for May 3,4 & 
5, 2021. The latest items may be placed at 
the curb is 8:00 AM on May 5. Items that 
are not free must have a sticker on them 
and paid for before pick up. Rules will be 
posted at city hall. Roll call vote. AYES: 
Barnes, Brunscheon, Jones, Imbrogno. 
NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Motion by Barnes and seconded by 
Brunscheon to approve having Dunkerton 
Coop apply two applications of dust con-

trol this year. Roll call vote. AYES: Brun-
scheon, Jones, Imbrogno, Barnes. NAYS: 
None. Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and second-
ed by Barnes to set the public hearing 
date for amending the FY21 Budget for 
May 10, 2021 at 7:00 PM. Roll call vote. 
AYES: Jones, Imbrogno, Barnes, Brun-
scheon. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

City insurance renewal tabled until 
May meeting.

Motion by Imbrogno and seconded 
by Barnes to approve Austin Matthias 
attending IAMU water distribution and 
leak detection workshop. Roll call vote. 
AYES: Imbrogno, Barnes, Brunscheon, 
Jones. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded 
by Barnes to adjourn. All said yes. Motion 
carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:25PM.

Nicole Barnes, Mayor Pro Tem
ATTEST: Lois J Buhr, City Clerk

Readlyn Spring Cleanup Days

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, May 3-5
Set your items at the curb no later than 8 AM May 5

Items must have paid stickers on them prior to pickup.

**NO RECYCLABLE 
MATERIALS** See page 1 

for a list of items 
that are not allowed

Call 
City  Hall at 
279-3411 
if you have 

any questions 
or if there is a 
charge for an 

item.

City of
Readlyn

Deadline for the May 26  
Readlyn Chronicle  

is Thurs., May 13 at 5 PM
Send news to

 ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com
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Ag Resources
Farmers Co-op 

223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
 7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339

Liddle-Ebert Ltd. - Randy & Dee Liddle
Farm Drainage

1196 Hilton Ave., Plainfield, IA 50666
(319) 596-5280

Monsanto Dekalb/Asgrow - 
Dave Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd., 

Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen 
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098

Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Quality Distributors, Inc. - Brian Meyer
101 Main St. • (319) 279-3555

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. •  (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler (319) 404-0407
Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President

303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717

smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Spring Center Farm 
Pioneer - Dean Buhr

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801

Cell: (319) 230-7770

Weeds On Fire Custom Application 
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner

Dan at (319) 269-6753
Elton at (319) 231-5104

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and 
Realtors

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law

209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312

patdillon@50674law.com

Kurt R. Leistikow
Attorney at Law

4817 University Ave. STE. D
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

(319) 553-3400 • kurt@llollc.net

Stumme, Collins, Gritters 
& Epley, PLLC

Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622

Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Fischels Commercial & Residential
(319) 415-7349

joe@sulenticfischels.com
3510 Kimball Ave., Waterloo, IA 50702

Tel: (319) 234-5000 Fax: (319) 291-7000
www.sulenticfischels.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533

louiehartman@netins.net
www.towncountryhome.com

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA  50674
Connie Rochford, Broker

Office 563-578-8899

Auto Sales and 
Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

K.C. Auto Body, L.T.D.
1701 East Bremer Ave., Waverly

(319) 352-0881 • kcautobody@aol.com

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Building and 
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing 
and Excavation

1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
1004 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319.352.3917

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA

(888) 578-5985 Or: (319) 231-9022

Smith Excavating, Inc.
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner

(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA

(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518 

Family Needs
Denver Drug and Photo

340 S. State St., Denver
(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Edward Jones-Troy Delagardelle
4901 University Ave., Suite B, Cedar Falls

(319) 277-4446

Farmers Savings Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301

First Bank (fka First National Bank)
(319) 352-1340

www.myfnbbank.com

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner•563-578-8591

www.hillcrestsumner.com

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585

Quarter Ave. Storage
2310 Quarter Ave. (319) 240-1122

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA

319-882-4269 

Willow Winds Assisted Living
121Bremer Ave., Denver • (319) 984-5867

Food and
Restaurants
Center Inn & Grumpy’s Bar

Main Street, Readlyn, IA

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield 

(319) 275-4528

Fairbank Food Center
www.FairbankFoodCenter.com

Jennifer & Shawn Davis
102 4th St. N., Fairbank 

(319) 635-2139

Panther Lanes
Highway 93 West, Tripoli • 319-882-3753

Sunrise Catering
201 Main St.  (319) 279-4089

Hair and 
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
269 Main Street, Readlyn

Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Insurance 
Services

Farm Bureau - Lynne Bellile
Readlyn 319-279-4001

lynnebellile.fbfsagents.com
Angie Dietz-Robinson

Cedar Falls 319-575-9105

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
Office: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc.
408 W. Bremer Ave. Suite A, Waverly

(319) 352-5530
kdemuth@amfam.com

Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.

319-279-3893, 319-267-2035

The Accel Group
Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver

(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668

877-418-3090

VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA

319-635-2526

Landscaping & 
Nursery
Landscape Creations

Tripoli, Iowa (319) 882-4486

Tiedt Nursery
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly (319) 352-0418

Machine/Tractor 
Repair
L&L Ag Repair

2220 Reed Ave. (319) 279-3363

Nick’s Repair - 211 Malone Ave., 
Readlyn, IA - (319) 279-3517 or 

(319) 269-5604 - Service & repair of small 
engines & outdoor power equipment

Reiter Repair LLC
3501 E. Cedar Wapsie Rd., Waterloo
319-279-3876 • Cell 319-231-2452

RA Machine
2504 230th St. • (319) 279-3161

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave. • (319) 279-3539

Specialty 
Businesses
Buhrow’s Floors N’ More
240 South State St., Denver, IA

(319) 984-5301 • (866) 984-5301
bfloorsnmore@msn.com

Cedar Valley Portables, LLC
Nashua • (319) 535-3456 or 

cedarvalleyportables@gmail.com

Celebrations
Jeff & Deb Smith

701 N. Railroad St., Sumner
319-240-2641

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Owner:  Darrin Siefken - 107 E. Bremer 

Ave., Waverly (319) 352-9129

Davis Lawn Service LLC
Shawn and Jennifer Davis
104 Industrial Dr., Fairbank

319-239-5011

Echovision
1022 Skyler, Denver • 319-243-8100

The Jig & Fly Shop and
Gary’s Wood & Craft

Garylee Thurm
405 5th St. Place, Readlyn (319) 279-3219

Kwik Star
County Road 49, 410 E. 6th St., Readlyn

319-279-3319

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA (319) 635-2311 
(888) 282-9992 www.myerspolaris.com

Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA

800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly

319-352-2270

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319-352-4112

Readlyn
Chronicle
Sponsorship

DIRECTORY
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Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3977
Pastor Philip Giradin
Sunday School 9 am

Divine Service 10 a.m. 

St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street 

Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Divine Parish Worship at St. Matthews 

10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School starting Oct. 11 

9:15-9:45 a.m.
Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3961
Pastor Philip Giradin

Worship 8:30 AM

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Ave., Readlyn, IA 50668
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

(319) 279-3643
Sunday Worship Service 8 a.m.

Sunday School 9 a.m.
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays

Ruth Circle  1st Thursday 1:30 p.m.
Evening Circle 1st Thursday 6 p.m.

Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet

2029 Viking Ave. 
Hwy. V56 - Sumner

Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM

First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required; 

providing FREE clothing  to those in need

His Hands 
Food Pantry
5002 Main Street 

Oran
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM

Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Denver, Fairbank, 
Frederika, Maynard, Oran, Randalia, 

Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and 
Westgate area residents

319-638-4357

Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

Dillon Law Offi ce, PC

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation 

• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

Quality Distributors, Inc.
BRIAN L. MEYER, C.C.A.

Distributors of

Liquid Fertilizers
P.O. Box 332
101 Main Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

Email - qualdist@netins.net
Fertilizer & Chemical Sales, Soil Testing & Custom Application

Bus. 800-817-6843
Cell  319-269-3941
Fax: 319-279-3380

Another Successful Wapsie 
Valley FFA Omelet Breakfast
By Mary Bodensteiner, Chapter Reporter

On Sunday, March 28, the Wapsie Val-
ley FFA Chapter, once again, hosted their 
spring omelet breakfast in Readlyn. 

To show our gratitude for their support 
of the chapter, many hours were spent pre-
paring for the breakfast in order to give 
the community the best experience possi-
ble. The menu consisted of made-to-order 
omelets, hash browns, sausage, cinnamon 
rolls, doughnuts, and of course, for the 

town of Readlyn, rinderwurst. 
Members and parents had a great time 

talking with the community while making 
omelets, serving and working in the kitch-
en. In order to keep everyone healthy and 
comfortable, masks were worn and take-
out was available. 

Thank you to everyone who helped at 
the breakfast and to all who attended. The 
amazing support is always greatly appre-
ciated!

Wapsie FFA Advisor, Mr. Forsyth, cooks omelets for supporters alongside his students 
at the Omelet Breakfast in Readlyn.

It was so wonderful to see the families out on such a beautiful day. We are so fortu-
nate to have such a supportive community. I have to say a huge thank you to our local 
businesses for their donations and support. Without them we would not be able to have 
our events throughout the year. I would like to acknowledge Ellen and Burton Thies who 
have organized and set up the Easter egg hunt for the last 30 years. They are turning 
over the mantel and were invaluable guiding us through all the steps. It takes a group 
in order to pull off and special thank you to Pat Wehr, Deb Sauerbrei, Courtney Hesse, 
Brandy and Duane Wilcox, Lucas Boyle, and Megan Kuker. If you see any of these 
people, let them know they are appreciated. It is a great experience to meet and get to 
know people in town when helping in our town’s activities. It has been fun learning from 
our longtime residents with all their knowledge, experience and connections that is the 
base for all that we can do now and our traditions that hopefully will continue for years to 
come. If you’re ever looking to get involved, the Community Club hosts all of the events 
and activities. It is a great way to meet people and get to see how everything works. This 
is a great town with wonderful people and local businesses.

Lifeline Program from RTC offers 
phone, Internet discount for low-income

The Lifeline Program is a federal pro-
gram that provides a monthly discount 
on phone or Internet service to eligible 
low-income households.   Lifeline is lim-
ited to one benefit per household.
How to qualify for a Lifeline 

Program discount
You must participate in at least one of 

the following programs or be below the 
Federal Poverty Guidelines to be eligible 
for a Lifeline Program discount. The list 
below is not a complete list of programs:

* Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
* Medicaid
* Federal Public Housing Assistance
* Veterans Pension and Survivors Ben-

efit programs

* Head Start (only households meeting 
the income qualifying standards)

If you believe you may be eligible, 
please contact us at 319-279-3375 or 
email us at csr@readlyntelco.com.

***Some restrictions and conditions 
apply. This program does not include tax-
es and surcharges. Go to: lifelinesupport.
org for information on getting started with 
Lifeline.  Lifeline is a government benefit 
program. Consumers who willfully make 
false statements in order to obtain the ben-
efit can be punished by fine, imprisonment 
or can be barred from the program. Only 
eligible consumers may enroll in the pro-
gram; and the program is limited to one 
benefit per household.

DEADLINE FOR THE MAY 26 CHRONICLE  
IS THURS., MAY 13 AT 5 PM

Send news to  ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com


